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scsses,the suggestion of something higher, the yearning
for what is beyond.

As the heavy columns and low-browed vaults of the
Aljama of Cordova were of the age of the Byzantine
pillar and circular arch, so the delicate horse-shoe arch
and palm-tree shaft of the Alhamra is contemporary
with the pointed arch and slender clustered column of
the earlier decorated style ; but it stopped short with
the minaret; it never pointed upwards in the spire.

Mohammed Aben-Al-Hamar died 1273, and his son
Mohammed II. followed in his steps. There was an
alarm that a new Berber invasion of the Beni Merinys
was about to take place, and as this would have
been almost as dreadful to the Anclalusians as to the
Spaniards, Alfonso and Mohammed formed an alliance
against it. Mohammed came to Seville, and was lodged
in the palace, and splendidly entertained. But when
all the Christian kings were gone to the Council of
Lyons, the natural inclination of a Moor to his fellow
believers, led Mohammed to hope for the recovery of
some of the Moorish dominions, and to ally him-
self with Abou Yousuf, chief of the Beni Merinys and
Emir of Morocco, and open to him the ports of
Algesiras.

Again there was a great African invasion, and the
first battle was fought by Don Nuiio Gonzalez de Lara,
who was overpowered by numbers, and slain. Mo-
hammed had been on terms of kindly intercourse with
him, and when his head was brought in, wept over it,
and said : " Alas my friend, thoti hast not deserved
this from me !" He sent the head embalmed, and in
a silver urn, to be buried with the body.

Another army was led by Don Sancho, a son of